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Sir: 



Alberto L. Mendoza states as follows: 

(1) That he is an Assistant Professor of 
Medical Technology and Microbiology at Michigan State 
University in East Lansing, Michigan, and has a Masters 
degree from the University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada in 
1991 and a PHD from the University of Texas at Austin in 
1995. He has taught in academia for twenty (20) years. 

(2) That in the Office Action it is suggested 
that the term "extracellular antigens'' is misdefined in 
the application. The assertions in the Office Action in 
this regard are technically completely incorrect. 
Extracellular antigens are by definition never attached 
to che outside of the cell and are in fact detached from 




k the cell. 

(3) That enclosed are copies of a few samples 
of publications which define "extracellular". 

(a) Introductory Microbiology by J. Levy et al, The 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 
Canada, John Wiley & Sons, Inc.; 

(b) color Atlas and Textbook of Diagnostic 
Microbiology, Fifth Edition, page 793; 

(c) Applied Microbiology, Vol. 16, No. 9 pages 
1370-1374 (Sept. 1963); 

(d) Microbiology An Introduction, Fifth Edition, 
page 85; 

(e) American Journal of Clinical Pathology, Vol. 
79, No. 3, pages 379-381 (March 1983); 

(f) Dictionary of Microbiology, page 149. 

In each publication the term is defined as being 
separated from the cells. The term "extracellular" is 
defined as "occurring or found outside a cell" (Webster's 
II, New Riverside University Dictionary (1988); copy 
attached) ; and 

(4) That the undersigned declares further that 
all statements made herein of his own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief 
are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made, are punishable by 
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ne or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of the 
Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 




Alberto L. Mendoza 
Date: ^j^/OQ 
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